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In a small Bulgarian town Nadezhda, a young teacher, is looking for the robber in her class 
so she can teach them a lesson in right and wrong. But when she gets in debt to loan sharks, 
can she find the right way out herself ? 
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Nadezhda warns her students that the school thief is in her sights. She declares that once she catches him his 
classmates will get their breakfast money back, and she’ll teach him a “good lesson”. On her return home, 
Nadezhda is surprised by another problem - an officer of the court threatens her with foreclosure. Her husband 
has missed several loan repayments for the cargo truck he bought intending to repair it and sell it. Now the  
entire loan has to be paid immediately so Nadezdha borrows money from a loan shark expecting to return it 
on the sale of the truck. But time flies and the truck is beyond repair. There’s no way to pay back the loan shark, 
and he starts pressuring Nadezhda. She scrambles for money, but to no avail. The truck, the house, her mother’s 
golden tooth crowns - nothing is enough. The loan shark threatens to hurt her child if she doesn’t find the cash. 
Terrified and desperate, Nadezhda robs a bank. She pays back the loan shark. And she finds out who the school 
robber is. But now has no idea what kind of lesson to teach him.
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Abraxas Film Ltd is a Bulgarian production company founded in 2010 by film directors Kristina Grozeva 
and Petar Valchanov. It strives to produce films, short as well as features and documentaries, which have 
a gripping storyline and strong protagonists. The company credits include JUMP (short, 2012, nominated 
for the European Film Awards 2013) and A RAPABLE OF LIFE (documentary, 2010). 

Graal S.A. is a production and post-production facility in Greece. The company, currently in its 15th year 
of operation, is clearly focused on cinema providing services for short, feature films and documentaries. 
The company has produced three feature films and two documentaries to date, awarded in international 
festivals. In 2003 entered international co-production for the first time and continued with a wide selection 
projects. Graal has co-produced 41 films to date, 20 which are international co-productions. It has a port-
folio approx. 350 titles. Since 2010 it is the main sponsor of the Agora Film Market section of Thessaloniki 
IFF, offering a complete image post-production award.
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KRISTINA GROZEVA received numerous award for her short films, among them Best Fiction Debut 
at the Bulgarian Film Academy Awards 2008 for Birds of Heaven; Special mention of the jury of the 
International Student Film Festival, Casablanca, Morocco 2009 and Special mention of the jury of the 
Mediaschool International Film Festival, Lodz 2009 for Gap; The award for the best short film until 
10min.-International Student Film Festival 2006/PREMIOS 7th Festival de Escuelas de Cine/Montevideo, 
Uruguay and The Best Film of International One-Minute Film Festival -F ILMINUTE, UK, 2007 for Game.

PETAR VALCHANOV graduated in Film and TV Directing form the NATFA in 2002. His first short 
film Shock participated in the student program at Karlovy Vary Film Festival 2001; his next short film 
Resurrection was awarded for the Best Film at the International Student Film Festival-Velingrad 2003. 
His short film Captured was selected at Tampere Film Festival, Finland 2005, as well as Sofia Film Fest-
Jameson competition 2005, and Tel Aviv Film Festival, Israel 2006. His short film Family Therapy was 
awarded Best student fiction film of International Film Festival Wiesbaden 2009, Best Film-CINEMAIU-
BIT-international film festival Bucharest 2008, and JAMESON award for the best Bulgarian short film at 
Sofia Film Fest 2008, among others. 

Directors’ Bio



Several years ago the TV reported that a woman has robbed a bank in a small provincial Bulgarian town. Everybody 
suspected that she was a junky, a criminal... Nobody suspected that the bank robber was a decent school teacher 
with two master’s degrees. The way it sounds - “Teacher robbed a bank!!!” It was precisely the contradiction within 
this phrase that made us look behind the tabloid sensation. This event from our reality left a deep trace in us and 
made us ask ourselves - what makes a decent person become a criminal? 

We wanted to tell the story harshly, as a part of life. We strived to be real to the extreme, to create a painfully 
authentic film story. We got deep into the teacher’s inner world, we tackled her inner conflicts, her fight with her 
own morality. One of the main tasks for us as directors was to develop rich and deep human personalities. Together 
with the DoP Krum Rodriguez we decided that the camera had to be unnoticed and contemplative, to look carefully 
in the details and the action, without being obvious. The film was shot in a real provincial town. Most of the small 
parts were played by real people, not actors. Our main actors had to blend in naturally, they had to partner with the 
non-professionals, and their performances had to be as authentic and real as possible. Our goal was that the audience 
wouldn’t be able to tell an actor from a non-actor in the finished film. Margita Gosheva is a real discovery for us in 
this sense. After she read the script we changed some lines and situations, but the main work was done on set when 
she was put in the real situations with the real class of 30 children. The sense of authenticity and real life was leading 
in each element - make-up, costumes, set design, light and sound.

In the beginning we started shooting just different episodes of the film as a teaser while we were trying to find money 
for the production, but the cast and crew were so inspired by the story that they didn’t want to stop until we had 
finished the last shot. Everyone worked for deferred payments and we are truly thankful to the cast and crew who 
were fully devoted to the filmmaking process despite the minimal time we had for the shooting, and the difficult 
conditions we were working in due to our microbudget. The film didn’t receive production funding by the Bulgarian Film 
Center - just like our previous film, JUMP (which went on to receive numerous awards at festivals and was nominated 
for the European Film Awards last year). Both films we financed ourselves, looking for private investors willing to risk 
their money. We’re forced to make films without the support of the only national funding body we have in Bulgaria.  
Despite this we strive to keep making our films.

The Lesson is the first feature in a planned trilogy. The three stories are inspired by the living reality, but we don’t 
intend to tell biographical stories, we use this inspiration only as a creative start. The unifying element between the 
three stories is the theme of the quiet rebellion of the little person against the mercantile, soulless and cynical world 
we live in.

Directors’ Note
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